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Overview

• Brief introduction to Gradescope and the Multi-Version 
Assignment feature

• Strengths & weakness Multi-Version feature
• How-to instructions with time-saving tips
• Q & A & share-outs



Reactions poll: 

Select “Raise Hand” if you have used Gradescope



What is Gradescope?

• Grading software that enables fast, consistent, flexible scoring
• Supported assignment types

• Exams/Quizzes
• Homework/Problem sets
• Bubble sheets
• Programming assignments
• Online  

• Student work is uploaded by either the student or instructional 
team into the software

• Simultaneous grading by grading team +/- AI



Chat prompt: 

If you have used Gradescope, please share in the 
Chat what type of classroom assignment(s) you 
have used it for



Responses are 
presented from one 
question at a time

Rubric items are 
highly editable 
(text, points, 
pos/neg scoring, 
order)

Rubric items can 
be created de 
novo or imported

Comments can be 
type & re-used

Submissions are 
easy to navigate



Problem: what if you have multiple versions of an 
assignment?
Need to manage each version as an individual assignment

• Download/sync grades from each version independently
• Review regrade requests independently for each version
• No way to quickly identify students that lack a submission 



Solution: Multi-Version Assignments feature

• Allows you to group multiple versions of the Assignment into an 
Exam Version Set

• Download grades, publish/unpublish grades, manage regrade requests 
for all included versions as a set

• All exam scores in the set synced with the same Canvas grade item

• Available for Exam or Homework Assignments that are 
instructor-uploaded (not student-uploaded)

• Different versions can have different # of questions, different 
content



I decided to experiment 
with Gradescope Multi-
Version Assignments 
feature in Spring 2023



Limitations of the Multi-Version Assignment feature

• Not (yet?) possible to map a specific question from one version 
to another version (e.g., for merged grading or question stats)

• Not (yet?) possible to copy/import a set of question rubrics into 
multiple versions at once (must import rubric items question-by-
question, version-by-version)



How to set up a multi-version assignment

• Create your assignment forms; save as pdf

• Create an assignment
• Type: Exam/Quiz
• Name (include version identifier) 
• Upload pdf template
• Instructor upload

Time-saving tip: Name each Assignment with the version 





Create Name Region and ID Region



Create question boxes for each gradable unit

Time-saving tip: 
Title the questions with 

the starting text (will 
help you find the 

matching question on 
the next version) or the 
correct answer (helps 
match grouped simple 
text with rubric items)



Assign graders to 
specific questions

Time-saving tip: 
Assign questions 
using the outline
(may want to 
remove names 
before Publishing it 
to protect them from 
student ire)



Create additional versions

Duplicate the first version of 
the assignment

Time-saving tip: 
Make all copies of your 
assignment BEFORE creating 
the rubric for any version



Group all versions 
into a set (in an exam
container)

 



View of exam versions & container



Replace the 
template and 
create the 
Name Region 
and ID Region 
for all copied 
versions



Reposition the copied 
question boxes to the 
correct location in each 
copied version.

(teeeedious if many questions!)

Time-saving tip: 
Drag all boxes to be 
moved to the edge of 
pages they don’t belong 
on. Be careful not to re-
size the boxes.



How to get exam forms into Gradescope?

• Sort paper forms by version
• Chop/cut off stapled edge
• Scan using high-throughput scanner

• Scanner available at the UE Testing Office 
• Upload scanned files into correct Assignment 

version in Gradescope

Epson DS-780N 
Network Color 
Document 
Scanner



Confirm that all students who took the exam are 
matched with a submission



All Assignment pages are now in Gradescope and 
linked to a student in the roster. 

Let the grading begin! 



Time-saving tip: 
1st: Grade all submissions for just ONE version.
2nd: QC/refine the question rubrics. 
3rd: Import question rubrics into the other versions and 
complete the grading. 



Build your rubric (create, import)

Time-saving tip: 
Import default 
rubric items for 

expected issues 
(e.g., unanswered 

questions, Talk 
with Dr. M, Flag 
for similarity, etc)



Statistics, Review Grades

Statistics (by version; overall descriptive stats or by question) 

Review Grades (by version or all versions) 



To Post All Grades to Canvas



Wait for the regrade requests to roll in! 

Time-saving tips: 
Don’t review regrade 

requests until after the end 
date and instruct your 

grading team to do the same. 
Shut off Regrade Request 

Notifications in your 
Gradescope account.    

Require students to include a 
description of the correct 

answer with their request to 
qualify for a review. 



Takeaways

üGradescope is a fantastic grading tool
üEspecially critical for high-enrollment classes with short-answer 

assessments
üThe Multi-Version Assignments feature 

üWill be very useful for instructors with multiple versions of assignments 
who want the scores synced to the same Canvas grade item

üBut is not yet an efficient tool to grade Assignments in which versions 
are created by rearranging questions



Questions, suggestions, wonderments?




