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104F: Writing in the Health Sciences and 
Professions and the Need for Library 
Instruction

• 104F is one of the most frequently taken upper-division writing 
courses in UWP

• Serves a large constellation of H.S. adjacent degrees: 
nursing, dental, animal science, PT, pre-med, etc.

• Students are generally good writers and communicators, but 
struggle with secondary research, analysis, and synthesis

• Central project is a Review of Literature, including a detailed 
methods section; followed by a collaborative document that 
translates the review into a public-facing genre.

• This is why research instruction in this course is so essential!



The Pedagogical Purpose of Library Research 
Instruction from the Instructor's Perspective

• Student Learning Outcomes and Takeaways:
1. Modeling and Implementing Fundamental Research Strategies
2. Knowledge and Active Use of Best Resources and Databases 

Available through the UC Library
3. Engagement in early critical appraisal; and incorporating inclusion 

and exclusion criteria

• Also,  introduces students to another important contact for the research 
and writing process: Erik Fausak and the other research librarians

• If time, introduce and model the importance of keeping a systematic 
paper trail; i.e., citation management systems

• In general, good use of active learning; promoting student to student 
(StS) and student to teacher (StT) interaction.







The results



Discussion/Takeaways

• Use of Google Sheets improves student 
performance

• This activity utilizes active learning

• This assignment also is useful to students for 
them to complete their project

• Less heterogeneity of results when engaging 
this activity.




