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Overview

Big idea: Actively foster a classroom community

- Go beyond physical classroom 

Agenda:

- Background theory: “Social Presence”

- Practice 1: Communication Platform

- Practice 2: Collaborative Reading

- Brainstorm: More ideas



Garrison, DR, Anderson, T, & Archer, W 
(1999). “Critical inquiry in a text-based 
environment: Computer conferencing in 
higher education.” The Internet and Higher 
Education, 2(2-3), 87-105.

Garrison, DR, & Arbaugh, JB (2007). 
“Researching the community of inquiry 
framework: Review, issues, and future 
directions.” The Internet and Higher 
Education, 10(3), 157-172.

The Community 
of Inquiry Model



The Community of 
Inquiry Model

Cognitive 
Presence

Social 
Presence

Teaching 
Presence Q: H

Cognitive Presence: Content, ideas, what’s learned

Teaching Presence: Design, guidance, support

Social Presence: Connection with other learners

ow can we build richer 

learning environments? 

(enhanced presence) 



Communication 
Platform

Discussion Board: E.g. Canvas, Piazza

- Slower (open + refresh page)

- More formal and deliberate

Instant Messenger: E.g. Slack, Discord

- Quicker (immediate post + notification)

- Informal and spur of the moment



Discord



Discord

Course material, assignments



Discord

Related stories in the news



Discord

Discuss current events



Discord

Applied frivolity



The Community of 
Inquiry Model

Class channel = extension of the 

course, course community



Collaborative
Reading

Perusall: Tool for collaborative 
reading, annotation, discussion



Collaborative
Reading



Collaborative
Reading

Automated grading



Student 
Evaluations I

“It was really helpful to be able to 
reply to their comments and have a 
discussion with them. I feel like I 
learn more from understanding how 
others think or hearing from their 
perspectives. I did not need to wait 
until we got to class to understand 
how my peers think, I was able to 
learn from them through this 
program and this further 
challenged my thinking before 
we even got to class.”

“At first, I was a little intimidated by perusall because literally the whole class 
can see your thoughts and honestly that is a little scary. But after seeing what 
my peers wrote and how they responded to each other, I quickly got more 
comfortable with the platform. … I liked having Citron perusall assignments 
specifically because that is when everyone feels free to go off. ... I also 
think it's dope you read what we have to say on the perusall 
assignments and implement it in the following class. It makes it feel like 
we aren't just doing the assignments for the grade but like we are 
actually getting something from them.”

“I was surprised at how much value the 
Perusall readings provided for me, 
beyond just ensuring I completed the 
readings on time I think the ability to 
converse with my classmates about 
the material was helpful especially 
because I have a difficult time 
speaking during in-person classes.”



Student 
Evaluations II

“I loved Perusall. Not only did it motivate me to do the reading, 
but it makes the reading easier to understand because I can 
see other people's comments and not feel so isolated about 
if I am understanding it correctly. I liked having a designated 
space to share my thoughts on something we read because 
sometimes when I read things for other classes I wish I could 
make comments like that.”

“I liked the Perusall exercises because it allowed me to see what 
other students were thinking about the reading, and to 
glean some insights I wouldn't have otherwise. I also liked 
how you could interact with other people's posts and have 
others respond to yours, which created a very casual and 
easygoing conversation without using the discussion 
boards.” 



Brainstorm

Questions?

Other ideas?

- How to enhance social presence?

- Inside + outside the classroom?



THANKS!
Aesthetic credits

(Modified) templates: Slidesgo + Office 365

Images: Freepik



Teaching 
Community


	Slide 1: Using Technology to Foster a Class  Learning Community
	Slide 2: Using Technology to Foster a Class  Learning Community
	Slide 3: Overview
	Slide 4: The Community of Inquiry Model
	Slide 5: The Community of Inquiry Model
	Slide 6: Communication Platform
	Slide 7: Discord
	Slide 8: Discord
	Slide 9: Discord
	Slide 10: Discord
	Slide 11: Discord
	Slide 12: The Community of Inquiry Model
	Slide 13: Collaborative Reading
	Slide 14: Collaborative Reading
	Slide 15: Collaborative Reading
	Slide 16: Student Evaluations I
	Slide 17: Student Evaluations II
	Slide 18: Brainstorm
	Slide 19: THANKS!
	Slide 20: Teaching Community



