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Transition Back to In-Person Teaching



Think-Type-Share

Did you notice any changes in your classroom this 
past year? If so, what changes did you see?



New Era of Learning

“Disruption is coming for higher education”

• Access to course content 
• Video lectures
• Notes

• Flexibility
• Attendance policies
• Due dates 

(Lee & Han, 2021)



Think-Type-Share

What factors do you feel students want in their 
learning environment? 

Have you adjusted your class to accommodate? If 
so, in what ways?



Flexibility Adaptations

• Lecture capture
• All assignments completed online
• Project-based and open-book assessments
• Combination of in-person and online office hours
• Late policies
• Drop lowest score on certain assignments (i.e. quizzes)



Attendance & Participation

SPRING 2019
Before the pandemic

WINTER 2022

SPRING 2022



How Can We Improve Motivation to 
Learn In-Person?

(Borup et al. 2020; Alrashidi et al. 2016; Kahu 2013; Wyatt 2011)



In-Class Activities
• 14 in-class activities, each worth 5 points.
• 11 of the 14 counts towards your grade (55 points total; 13.75% of course 

grade), so students can miss up to 3 activities
• Variety of designs

• Fill-in-the-blank
• Check-all-that-apply
• Free response
• Follow along with slides
• Discuss with people in class
• Questions like—what was the most interesting thing you learned? What questions 

do you have?
• Open till 5 PM (PST) [winter 2022] or 10 PM (PST) [spring 2022]
• Completed on Canvas





Encouraged Attendance
“The in-class activities definitely encourage me to attend class. I like how it 
connected the concepts discussed in the lecture. Thus, I feel like the 
activities did reinforce the concepts of the lecture because I would have to 
actively recall…”

“The in-class activities did encourage me to attend class, especially since it 
impacted my grade, as well as gaining more knowledge/recap of the class.”

“The in-class activities were great to reflect on what I understood from the 
main takeaways of the lecture that day and what concepts or part of the 
lecture I need to make sure to review. They definitely encouraged me to 
attend lecture”



Encouraged Attendance??
“I enjoyed the in-class activities because they were a good check on my own 
knowledge and understanding of what I had just learned in that class. While I 
don't think they really encouraged me to attend class because I already 
wanted to learn in person.”

“I'm not sure if the activities encouraged me to go to class because the 
recording was available on Canvas so I could just watch the lecture and do 
the activity at home. I did like the activities and I feel like they reflected the 
topics of that lecture.”

“I believe the in class activities were great as a mini review but I wouldn't say 
it was the main reason why I was encouraged to attend class.”

“The activities did not encourage me to attend class, but they did encourage 
me to watch the recordings! I liked how they reinforced my knowledge of the 
material covered in that specific lecture.”



Engage with Peers

“I liked the in-class activities as I got to engage with other classmates 
sometimes.”

“I did like the in class activities. I usually double checked my answers with 
the person I sat next to so that was good reassurance. The activities gave me 
an idea of key concepts to take away from the lecture and how to prepare 
for the exams.”

“I found them very interactive and they did encourage me to go to class. I do 
think the in class activities reinforces the concepts from the lecture.”



Reinforce Concepts
“The activities did a great job breaking up the lectures and keeping everyone 
active.”

“The in class activities helped recap everything we learned that day and give 
us an idea of what types of questions would be asked about the material.”

“I like in-class activities. Without these tests, I may delay and lost some 
courses. The in-class activities make sure I watch the records on time. In 
addition, the question on in-class activities helps me know how much I really 
learn.”

“I liked the in-class activities I would say they were helpful and engaging for 
me.”

“I liked the in-class activities, they reinforced concepts but were not too time 
consuming.”



Helpful for Me!!
• Formative feedback
• Identify misconceptions before assessments
• Interact with students individually
• Answer questions



I felt motivated to attend lecture.

Fall 2019
Before the pandemic

Fall 2021
Before in-class activities

Winter 2022 Spring 2022



I felt motivated to attend lecture.

SPRING 2019
Before the pandemic

Fall 2021
Before in-class activities

Winter 2022 Spring 2022



The in-class activities motivated me 
to attend class.

Winter 2022

Spring 2022



The in-class activities helped 
reinforce concepts from lecture.

Winter 2022

Spring 2022



Why did you choose to take this face-to-face 
course? (select all that apply)

Fall 2019
Before the pandemic

Fall 2021
Before in-class activities



Why did you choose to take this face-to-face 
course? (select all that apply)

Winter 2022 Spring 2022



What features were the MOST helpful for your learning? 
Please select the TWO most helpful features.

Fall 2021
Before in-class activities

Winter 2022 Spring 2022



Conclusions & Next Steps

• Zero cost way of encouraging attendance in high-enrollment course
• Feasible grading
• Helped encourage attendance and interaction
• Next steps: Transforming some activities into groupwork during class 

and getting TAs involved



Questions?

Thank You!
Debbie Fetter, PhD

Email: dsfetter@ucdavis.edu
Blog: https://phdeats.wordpress.com

Instagram: @phdeats | Twitter: @phdeats
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